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HIS text-book has been prepared for the purpusé of introducing practical lettering from a new, much simplified angle that should prove very
helpful to the student and grade school pupil. It is the result of many years’ experience with beginners of all ages.

The confusion arising in the minds of pupils from experimenting with too many styles of lettering is the cause of many failures. Hence, only
the alphabets which are basic to all lettering are presented for the student to work upon. The letters are stripped of all the fancy finishes and extras
that might prove confusing. Thus the art is robbed of its apparent mysteries, and ceases to discourage the beginner in his efforts to produce clean-
cut letters for amateur or commercial art, posters, signs and show cards.

Besides developing the initiative and the imagination, the commercial possibilities of good lettering are manifold. As a business in itself it is
becoming increasingly popular and remunerative. It is the stepping-stone to display advertising, an art which knows no limitations in the commercial
world. In nearly every profession and line of business the ability to letterwell is a useful accomplishment and generally affords larger opportunities
and greater compensation for those who can.

It is expected that regular commercial tools will be used in practicing these lessons as this will increase the pupils’ interest, besides teaching
them professional methods right from the start. But until they are thoroughly familiar with the shaping of the letters they should draw them
carefully with pencil and then go over each letter with the pen. The proper-sized pen will complete the elements in a single stroke. After a certain
degree of skill is obtained it is unnecessary to use a pencil, except to lightly lay out the poster and indicate the position of the letters. When the
pupil has mastered the preparatory work given herein, he will find both the Speedball Loose Leaf System of Professional Lettering and the Speedball
text-book, “Modern Pen Lettering,” comprehensive guides for the commercial production of practical letter designing and show card work.
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talic- Al slanting letters are
classified as Italiss~These may
be further designated as Roman-
Italics, Gothic-Italics orTexk-Ttalic.
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All lettering is directly or indirectly based upon these four groups. This simplified segregation eliminates much confusion and is universally used by priuters,
letter designers and allied craftsmen
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Directions for Using Speedball Lettering and Drawing Pens

Remember, whether you have or have not any special talent for drawing or art, with a little systematic practice and study
you can learn to do good lettering. The directions as given should be carefully followed to insure the quickest results—

1—Sit erect, or stand close to the desk, keeping the feet flat on the floor or the foot rest. Dor’t lean on your pen, note illustration. 2—>
2__The best results are secured with the paper or card flat on the desk slightly to your right and turned a trifle to the left. Hold
your work in place with your left hand while lettering with the right—do not tack the card to desk.
3—Use any smooth hard surfaced paper or cardboard. Rule three guide lines for each line of lettering, using a sharp pencil.
4 Study the shape and construction of each letter carefully. Note the order and direction of each stroke before using pen.
5—Sketch the letters with a pencil firsty then retrace with the size and style of pen best suited to their construction. Strive for a
pleasing relation or balance of the blank spaces between the letters and keep the same border space at each end of the line.
6—Hold the pen firmly between the two first fingers and thumb as close to the working tip as the holder will permit. The side of
the hand should glide lightly over the paper, keeping the other fingers relaxed and in position, shown on opposite page. 2>

7—Use a free-flowing black ink. Sticky, gummy and glossy inks never give satisfaction. They generally clog the pens and dry
streaked or spotty.—Speedball inks in black “Waterproof” or Sho-card and white are specially prepared for pen work.

8 Dip the pen deeply enough into the ink to fill the reservoir, then wipe off the surplus by drawing the under side of the pen across
the edge of the bottle. This will eliminate any chance of blotting caused by over loading of feeders.

9—Work with a full arm stroke. Keep the tip of the pen flat on the paper and do not contract the fingers. Rest an instant at the
finish of each stroke before lifting pen from paper. This will produce clean-cut elements with sharp terminals.

10—Do not try to work too fast. Strive for quality first and speed will develop later. Work with an even, thoughtful stroke.

11—“Clean pens do clean work.” To clean pens, rinse them in water and scrub off the crusted ink with a toothbrush.

12—To lay out effective showcards or display copy, first sketch a liberal border around the card, making it widest at the base, the top
next and the sides a little less. Draw a vertical line down the center then arrange the copy into relative groups and balance them
upon this line. Layouts are most pleasing when the center of attraction is slightly above center.
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Keep the writing tip in full contact with the paper when making strokes




OF LETTER CONSTRUCTION
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Practice full lines of each element. Hand should glide freely over paper, gripping the pen lightly
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HE above diagram offers a workable guide in the

proper spacing of various letter combinations. The
added space created by the curved portion of any
letter is relatively substracted from the dividing area
between it and the adjoining letter. Thus the distance
between two circular letters (measured at the closest
point) is considerably less than the distance between
two straight letters.
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Work with a smooth, even stroke. Do not iry to work too fast
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CONDENSED POSTER GOTHIC WITH STYLE “A" SPEEDBALL PENS
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Do not contract the fingers. It develops writers’ cramp or fatigne
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Rest an instaut at the end of cach stroke to assure clean cut terminals




Gothuc Lower -case wath Style“B” Speedball Pens Gothic Lower-case with Style*B” Speedball Pens

[ﬂ"ﬂENSEﬂ EEIUHT B Fuster Eﬂthlf with 5tu|E" A" Speedball Pens [nndensed Equare Pnster Gothic with Style"A" Speedball Pens

abcdefghi hlmnupqrstu RUVWXZ-SI934EE TEge

Atglt}pdtvtlb auty and freedom of Ink will not flow freely from a dirty pen. Keep pen ean if you want clean-cut lettering
9




If you rule three guide lines of copy it will greatly assist in the alignment of any ulphabet Uuntil you are familiar with their construction, sketch in the letters with a hard pencil before using pen
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BOLD ROMAN CAPITALS WITH S'I'YLE “D”SP]—:EDBAI.L BOI-D ROMAN CAPITALS WITH STVYLE “D"SPEEDBAI.L
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A slight twist or flexible handling of the pen is required in making this alphabet » The serifs or “spurs,” as the finishes arve called are added with the same pen. Study their construction carefully
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Roman Lower~ case Wlth the Style"C” 8peedball Pens
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Bold Roman Lower-case with Style D" Speedball Bold Roman Lower-case with Style D" Speedball
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ROAMN ITALZC CAPHHLS WITH STYLE '“O"SPEEDBALL PENS ROMAN IFALIC CAPIZALS WITH STYLE "O"SPEEDBALL PENS

BOLD ROMAN ITALIC CAPITALS WITH STYLE +Dv S, EDBALL PENS BOLD ROMAN ITALIC CAPITALS WITEH STYLE /Dv SPEEDBALL PENS
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The desired degree of slant may be maintained by light diagonal pencil lines
Sharp “spurs’ add much to the clean-cut appearance of your work
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Roman Italzc Lower - -case Wn‘h Sty]a C 4 Speedball Pen.s Roman I talic Lower- -case W1th Style'C” Speedball Pens
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Shifting the position of ard or paper will pre a cramped stroke and distorted lettering

saves time and effort to shift the position of wdate the slant of the letter
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Mobified Bold English Text with StyleD SpeesbattPon  Hobified Bold English Text with StyleD Speebball Pen
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